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Burn off a 
section one-
fourth the 
length of the 
abdomen and 
fl atten on the 
top and bottom 
on the marver.

Flatten the 
back side.

Use tweezers to 
fl atten the back 
side more.

Flatten the front 
with the marver.

On the small 
torso section, 
add a “pointy” 
pull low and 
to the right.

Do the one on 
the opposite side 
high and to the right.

It may be easier to do this one upside down.

Add the last 
point to the left 
so that now there 
are four pointy parts.

Add a “dot” to 
the left underside 
and the right 
underside.

Add a gather to 
front of the bug, 
then fl atten.
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Pull the leg 
segment while looking
down on the bug.

Add the next leg 
segment with the 
bug upside-down.

The second photo shows the bug as seen from above with all six 
beginning leg segments.

Heat up the 
10 mm rod while 
letting the side 
fi re keep the front 
of the bug warm.

Add a gather to 
the front of the 
bug and let the 
gather hang down 
to elongate it.

Turn the bug 
upside down and 
let the gather fall 
into the thorax.

Add another gather.

Flatten on 
the gather s̓ 
side to shape.
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Add a gather to Add a gather to 
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Add a small 
dot gather on 
the top of the 
bug head on the 
right side and on 
the left side.

Now you have two spots where the antennae will be at-
tached.

Pull the antenae 
“strut” on the 
left side and then 
on the right side.

Add the feelers.

The bug has two downward-facing, big, wide feelers. Do 
the fi rst one on the right side looking down on the bug. Then 
do the second one, which is pictured here with the bug upside 
down.

Here are top 
and bottom 
views of how the 
bug should look.

At this point 
a small crack 
will appear on 
the punty.

Just be aware and do not worry.

The bug should 
look like this 
from the side.

Heat a small 
gather of glass 
while also 
heating the 
end of the 
front right 
leg segment.
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Pull down the 
next leg segment.

Place the bug 
on graphite to 
check the 
alignment.

Turn the bug 
upside down, 
pull down the 
left front leg 
segment, and 
check again on 
the graphite for alignment.

Burn off the punty.

Add the two 
back leg segments 
and place on the 
graphite for 
alignment.

Make a 
practice 
bug foot.

These four photos show how I do a practice bug foot. First 
pull a length of glass at an angle to approximate the end of 
the last bug foreleg or segment. This is a practice foot. After 
burning off the end of the rod, let it cool a bit, then add a very 
thin stringer.

The amount of glass in this stringer will be melted into a 
ball. By pulling the glass into a stringer and then melting it 
in, the ball will have defi nition when a few balls are lined up. 
They will not all run together. The fourth photo here shows the 
stringer melted into a ball. It has retracted back to the ankle. 
Practice this technique three or four times, and on the last ball 
add a couple of small “claws.”
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GPQ

Lewis C. Wilson founded Crystal Myths in 1975 in Tampa-St. Petersburg, 
Florida. The company was devoted to the production and sale of small 
sculptures made of Pyrex Brand sodium borosilicate crystal. Lewis chose 
the company s̓ name from the subject matter of those sculptures, mostly 
mythological creatures.

The company went on the road participating in art shows up and down 
the eastern seaboard, and in 1981 Mr. Wilson brought Crystal Myths to New 
Mexico. There Indian dancers, Southwestern items, wildlife, and sea creatures 
in larger sizes were added to the product line. In the 1990s, Crystal Myths 
was incorporated and Lewis  ̓wife Kathleen added her product line of fused 
glass jewelry. Their well-known how-to videos followed, and the Wilsons  ̓
daughter Jennifer joined the company with her own line of small sculptures 
and humorous beads.

Crystal Myths also operates a school, the New Mexico Glass Adventure, 
which is devoted to the instruction of bead, button, and marble making in 
Moretti glass as well as the creation of Pyrex glass sculptures. In 1996 the 
company also began promoting bead shows, and the Best Bead Show in Tucson 
was their fi rst entrée into this venture.

Add the right 
foot and then 
the left foot 
and fi nish all 
of the feet.
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